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Finance & Policy Executive 

Tuesday 28th October 2025 

7:00pm 

Hybrid Meeting: 

Face-to-face at Town House, 19 Union Street, Yeovil 

BA20 1PQ; and virtual using Zoom meeting software 

For further information on the items to be discussed, please contact 
town.clerk@yeovil.gov.uk. 

Amanda Card, 

Chief Executive / Town Clerk 

22nd October 2025 

This information is also available on our website: www.yeovil.gov.uk 

 Yeovil Town Council 

Town House 
19 Union Street 

Yeovil 
Somerset 
BA20 1PQ 
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Members of Yeovil Town Council are summoned to attend: 

 

Tareth Casey         Jeny Snell   

Karl Gill           Andy Soughton (Chair)  

Andy Kendall         Royston Spinner       

Tony Lock (Ex-officio)      Rob Stickland (Vice Chair)    

Jamie Lock          Adrian Wilkes 

Graham Oakes        Dave Woan   

Wes Read (Ex-officio)         

              

      
Public Comments at meetings  

 

Members of the public may attend the meeting either physically or via zoom. 

 

If you would like to join the meeting via zoom, please e-mail ytc@yeovil.gov.uk 

by 9:00am on Tuesday 28th October 2025. Instructions will be sent to you to 

view the meeting. 
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Equality Act 2010 

The general public sector equality duty places an obligation on a wide range of 

public bodies (including town and parish councils) in the exercise of their 

functions to have due regard to the need to: 

• Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation 

and other conduct prohibited by the Act 

• Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a 

protected characteristic and those who do not 

• Foster good relations between people who share a protected 

characteristic and those who do not 

The protected characteristics are: 

    Age          Race 

    Disability         Religion or Belief 

    Gender Reassignment    Sex 

    Marriage and Civil Partnership  Sexual Orientation 

    Pregnancy and Maternity 

 

Recording of Council Meetings 

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 allows both the public and press to 

take photographs, film and audio record the proceedings and report on all public 

meetings (including on social media).   

Any member of the public wishing to record or film proceedings must let the 

Chair of the meeting know prior to, or at the start of, the meeting and the 

recording must be overt (i.e. clearly visible to anyone at the meeting), but non-

disruptive.  Please refer to our Policy on audio/visual recording and photography 

at Council meetings at www.yeovil.gov.uk. This permission does not extend to 

private meetings or parts of meetings which are not open to the public. 

Members of the public exercising their right to speak during the time allocated 

for Public Comment who do not wish to be recorded or filmed, need to inform 

the Chair who will instruct those taking a recording or filming to cease doing so 

while they speak. 
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A G E N D A 

 
 

Public Comment (15 Minutes) 

 

11/324 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER THE REASONS 

GIVEN  

Council to receive apologies for absence and to consider the reasons given. LGA 1972 

s85(1)  

11/325 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) they 

may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s 

Code of Conduct and to consider any requests from members for Dispensations that 

accord with Localism Act 2011 s33(b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later 

declarations).  

11/326 MINUTES 

To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on 30th September 

2025. 

11/327 UPDATE REPORT ON YEOVIL TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

To consider the report submitted by the Yeovil Twinning Association, with whom the 

Council holds a service level agreement. Attached at pages 6 -7. 

 
11/328 APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS  

Members to approve payments made by Yeovil Town Council: 

• 1st July 2025 – 31st July 2025; and 

• 1st August 2025 – 31st August 2025. 

(These documents will circulated separately due to the size).  

11/329 BANK MANDATE REVIEW       

To review the bank signatories on the mandate. To authorise the following changes: 

• To add the Deputy Responsible Finance Officer as an authorised signatory 

• To remove the former Finance Officer as an authorised signatory 

• To remove the former Deputy Town Clerk as an authorised signatory 
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11/330 PWLB LOAN REPAYMENTS 

Members to consider the report of the Chief Executive/Town Clerk regarding 

alternative funding sources to contribute towards the annual loan repayments (to 

follow). 

11/331 MOTION 

Members to consider the motion of Cllr A Wilkes received on 21st October 2025 Standing 

Order s9 as attached at pages 8 – 9. 
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11/331 MOTION   

Notice of motion received from Cllr A Wilkes on 21st October 2025: Standing Order s9 

The Council will debate the following motion: 

 

Title of Motion 

Broadcasting of Yeovil Town Council Meetings 

Purpose of the Motion 

To consider a proposal for Yeovil Town Council to begin the recording and 

broadcasting of its Full Council and key Committee meetings, in order to enhance 

transparency, accessibility, and public engagement. 

Background 

Many Councils, including Somerset Council and comparable town councils such as 

Weston-Super-Mare and Frome, now routinely live-stream their meetings via an online 

platform (such as YouTube or Facebook) to improve public participation and 

transparency. 

Yeovil Town Council already welcomes public attendance and allows meetings to be 

filmed under its Standing Orders. Under Standing Order 3(n), members of the public 

are permitted to film, photograph, or record Yeovil Town Council meetings that are 

open to the public. 

However, there is currently no provision for the Council itself to broadcast or publish 

video recordings of meetings. 

Officially recording and broadcasting meetings could improve the perception that 

Yeovil Town Council is dedicated to: 

• increasing transparency and trust in Council decision-making; 

• enabling broader participation and accountability; and 

• to align Yeovil Town Council with modern local-government communication 

standards, as already adopted by Somerset Council and neighbouring 

authorities. 

This proposal seeks to bring Yeovil Town Council in line with that best practice, using 

an initial pilot to test feasibility, cost, and community benefit. 

Proposal (Motion) 

That Yeovil Town Council: 
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1. Agrees in principle to record and broadcast Full Council meetings and key 

Committee meetings (including Finance & Policy Executive and Planning) via 

an accessible online platform such as, but not limited to YouTube or Facebook; 

2. Requests the Chief Executive/Town Clerk to prepare and report back to this 

Committee on: 

• technical options and indicative costs for live-streaming and/or recording; 

• data-protection, safeguarding, and consent considerations; 

• recommended storage and publication arrangements for recordings; and 

• any required updates to Standing Orders or the Social Media Policy; 

3. Once the report within (2) has been approved, to approve a three-meeting pilot 

programme for live-streaming Full Council meetings, following which this 

Committee will review outcomes and determine whether to adopt broadcasting 

as standard practice; and 

4. Once the report within (2) has been approved, to confirm that recordings will 

form part of the official public record of the meeting in accordance with the 

Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, and that all 

attendees will be notified at the start of meetings that recording and 

broadcasting is taking place. 

Financial Implications 

To be determined following the Chief Executive/ Town Clerk’s report on technical 

options and potential costs. 

Indicative costs for basic streaming equipment and platform setup are expected to be 

low to moderate and could be funded from the existing Communications or ICT budget. 

Legal and Policy Implications 

Standing Orders currently allow public filming but do not address council-led 

broadcasting. 

The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 and Data Protection 

Act 2018 must be observed. 

A minor update to the Social Media Policy and Standing Orders (Section 3) may be 

required to authorise official recording by the Council. 

Recommendation 

That the Council RESOLVES to approve the motion as set out above and instructs the 

Chief Executive/Town Clerk to prepare a detailed report with costings and policy 

recommendations for implementation of a live-streaming pilot. 
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